                                          Creciendo Juntos Working Together

                                     Health Promoter Working Group Meeting

                                               Monday September 22, 2008 

                          At the office of S.H.E. (Shelter for Help in Emergency)
Present: Dela Alexander, Martha Trujillo, Nila Saliba, Peggy Paviour, Ivonne Lopez, Jan Wolfe, Dilcia Dolindres, Michael Intintoli

1. Media Contacts – A press release was sent out last week and so far there has been an interview on NPR radio, an article in the Daily Progress, contact with one of the local television stations and interest by C-ville Weekly to do an article.
2. Meal Planning – An updated schedule of dates was submitted.  There are only 2 dates lacking planned meals: Oct. 9 and Oct. 23.  Martha said she will follow-up with some of her contacts.  If  that does not work out, will have those as potluck nights.
3. Class attendance –  The first class was attended by 14 students, the second class with 11.  (Initially there were 27 who expressed interest.)  Our competition in Southwood are the ESL classes being offered on Tuesday and Thursday nights in which several of the potential students decided to enroll.  Eleven seems to be the number that will be continuing with the program and are a very energetic and dedicated group.
4. Pending Grants Status – Have not yet heard from the major federal grant that was applied to in June.  There is another major grant that is to announce their funding decision in October.  Other than these two grants, we are not actively seeking one at this point in time.  Funding for the Rural Health Outreach Program Latino Outreach has decreased recently.  Therefore, the mobile clinic is no longer going to Southwood once a month.  RHOP will focus on the Community Health Promoter training program and migrant outreach while looking for other funding sources.
5. Initial Evaluation of Class – 

a. There is one student who lacks reading skills.  Michael and Ivonne will work with him on the written components of the class.

b. Dr. Medina-Ramos lead a very interactive, successful class on Vital Signs.

c. Request for “healthy water” was made by one of the students.  There are pitchers of water available but they have to be refilled frequently.  Martha has a donation of bottled water that she will pass onto Jan.

d. The possibility of adding more students at this time was discussed and it was felt that by missing the first week, they would not be able to miss any other dates in order to receive their certificates (total class time is 36 hours and they must attend at least 32 hours to receive a certificate).  Therefore, no new students will be admitted at this time.

e. Location of Classes – Appropriateness of location for current classes was also discussed and it was decided that the current location is working well and not posing a difficulty for the Southwood residents.
6. Budget – Sticking to budget.  Have currently spent less than projected (also have less students than projected).  Have decided to offer the program on a yearly basis in the Fall with monthly continuing education classes to keep students motivated and learning.  Will use graduates in local health fairs, projects, etc.
7. Student Opportunities – A Health Fair will be held on Saturday October 25, 2:00 – 5:00 at Palaba de Fey.  Students will be given a chance to practice their skills at this time.  RHOP is finishing up their migrant camp screenings and will offer students an opportunity to work in that setting.  Ivonne is in charge of  helping the students participate in these activities.
8. PVCC Work Force Program – Peggy shared the results of the previous meeting with Dr Lynn Van der Sommen to discuss how this program might interface with their ESL and medical professions training programs.  There is interest at PVCC but no money available at this time.  There is a second meeting planned this Friday to brainstorm about how this partnership might look and what obstacles are in the way.  Peggy will keep us posted on the discussions.  Also discussed partnering with CATEC and JABA in their health services programs.  ESL classes may help us identify potential students for the Community Health Promoter Program.
9. New Group Coordinators – Jan will continue as co-chair until January 2009 then she will step down.  Nila Saliba and Katie Burke have both expressed interest in becoming co-chairs.  Both Nila and Katie are talking with their supervisors about taking on this position –final word to be decided within the next several weeks.  Lindsey will be stepping down as co-chair in November.  
10. Data Collection – Pre and post tests are being done at each class and there is an end of program evaluation that each student will do.  Will also need data on the services the students provide in order to help obtain future funding.  Jan will be meeting with two program evaluation people to help develop a tool to assess the effectiveness of the program.  Progress report to be given at the next meeting,
11. NEXT MEETING:  October 6, 9:00AM at S.H.E..

