                                      Creciendo Juntos Working Together

                                  Health Promoter Working Group Meeting

                                               Monday October 27, 2008 

                          At the office of S.H.E. (Shelter for Help in Emergency)
Present: Dela Alexander, Peggy Paviour, Ivonne Lopez, Jan Wolfe, Dilcia Dolindres, Katie Burke
1. Update on Trainings – Classes is going very well.  Continue to have 11 present.  Speakers have been good except for Substance Abuse speaker.  Main concern was his emphasis on personal history rather than more factual information.  Did not answer questions that were being asked, perpetuated some myths about Latinos and police and did not make use of either his own handouts or info in notebook. Jan will speak with his supervisor to let them know of our concerns re: his presentation.  Will have Michael or Ivonne talk with the class about how the information in that section will be better covered in one of the post-class monthly continuing education sessions.

2. Food – Working well overall.  We had one night that was potluck due to no commitments.  Food choices were limited because many of the students come directly from work and do not have time make something.  The other date that was lacking a commitment was filled at the last minute by Amigos Restaurant.  Therefore the graduation night meal will be a potluck donated by members of the CHP committee.  Jan will send an email out for people to commit to bring a dish to feed 12 – 15 people with suggestions for categories.  Michael has suggested that for next time we limit the meals to sandwiches since the larger meals delay the start of the class to 6:15 or later.  This will be part of the evaluation of the class for future changes,

3. Review night: Susan Erno from the ESL program will make a presentation about the ESL program at the Nov 4 class.  Doug Ford, immigration lawyer, is unable to come and talk but is open to speaking with them at another time.

4. Graduation Night Update:  Katie, Martha and Lindsey have met and drawn up a plan for the evening and presented it to the group.  Suggestions were made for speakers after being told the first 2 choices were unavailable.  The sub-committee will continue to work on the plan.  The ceremony will be in Room A which will be available from 5:00 – 9:00.
5. Networking with Adult Ed Center/ESL & PVCC – Peggy presented the results of the last meeting of that group.  Dr Van der Sommen is applying for a large grant from the Dept of Labor which is due Nov 24.  Our program would be part of this funding for those who are at intermediate or advanced English and documented.  The program would be taught as part of their stepping stone program to further training opportunities at PVCC. We would continue as an advisory committee with a full-time Coordinator.  The next meeting of this group is Nov 7 at the health dept at 1:00PM.  The group agreed that this was a good course to follow and said to pursue further discussions.  Ivonne will keep the CJ Executive Committee informed of these developments.  The group also felt that this program should still be offered to those who are not proficient in English and not documented.  This sub-group would have to get funding from other sources rather than PVCC.
6. Group Coordinator – Katie is still awaiting word from her supervisor on permitting her to assume co-chair of this committee.
7. Summary of Group Success/Efforts – Jan will write a brief one paragraph summary of how the CHP class is doing regarding number of participants, their current outreach efforts (they are making contacts and connections within the community even before completing the program) and the health activities in which they have already been involved.  This will go to Dr van der Sommen for the grant and to all of those who have lent their support to the program (money, food, supplies, time).  Thank you notes will be written at the end of the sessions with this information included.

8. Palabra de Fey/CJ Health Fair Oct 25 – This was very successful!  5 CHP students volunteered. 37 blood pressures and 36 blood sugars were done in addition to talking with many people about various health issues.  2 referrals were made to other agencies by the CHPs.  They also got to visit the various booths and learn more about the community resources available.  Ivonne has also taken 4 students out to migrant camps to help with screenings and has one more camp to screen on Nov 3.

9. Next Meeting: Monday November 10, 9:15 AM at SHE (note time change) 

