Grant Proposal

PVCC has submitted a grant proposal to the Department of Labor that, among other things, would recruit both ESL and GED students through the Charlottesville Adult Learning Center to complete the Lay Health Promoter course as a conduit to receiving formal training through PVCC for an entry-level health care job (e.g., pharmacy tech, certified nursing assistant, health aide).  The REACH project – Recruiting and Educating Adults/Adolescents for Careers in Healthcare – is a great opportunity to enhance workforce development for members of these vulnerable populations and a way to help our community fill its very real health workforce needs.  

Should the grant be funded, PVCC would be working with several community agencies to help promote the program and ensure that ESL/GED students who participate get the support they need to be successful. 

Requirements for participation are intermediate level English.  PVCC will be working in consultation with area ESL programs to help determine that level.  PVCC requires proof of citizenship for any foreign-born students and makes a copy of documentation (green card, etc) for their files. 

Under the grant, PVCC would hire an administrative assistant, a student liaison and a part-time bilingual counselor to recruit and manage potential trainees.  The program’s community-based advisory board would meet soon after receipt of the grant to finalize the criteria/policies for accepting students and ideas for promotion within the community.  Creciendo Juntos would certainly be invited to serve on this board.  

The grant was submitted in early December; PVCC doesn’t expect to hear the outcome for at least three months.  

