                                  Creciendo Juntos Working Together

                            Health Promoter Working Group Meeting

                                       Monday January 12, 2009 

                          At the office of S.H.E. (Shelter for Help in Emergency)

Present: Jan Wolfe, Dela Alexander, Ivonne Lopez, Aaron Miller, Katie Burke

1. Community Health Promoters – The monthly meetings start this month on Thursday January 22 6:00PM – 8:00PM at the Albemarle County Offices on 5th Street Extension.  Linda Hemby from DSS will talk about the services offered and how to qualify for them; Dilcia from SHE and Aaron from SARA will talk briefly about volunteer opportunities at their agencies; the DVD “Communicating Effectively Through An Interpreter” will also be shown.  The dates for the following meetings are: Thursday February 19 6:00PM – 8:00PM (at SHE), Saturday March 7 9:00AM – 5:00PM, Thursday April 2 6:00-8:00PM, Thursday May 5 6:00-8:00PM, Thursday June 4 6:00-8:00PM.  All meetings will be held at the Albemarle County Office Building except for the February meeting.  The March meeting is a training session for certification for measuring blood pressure.  Future topics for meetings will be based on the evaluations completed in November .

2. The PVCC/ESL WorkForce grant was submitted in December.  Not sure when we will hear about results, but not before March.  The date the grant  would begin is unclear at this time.

3. Rural Health Outreach Program lost two of its’ grant fundings for the Albemarle County area.  The current grants will cover until June 30.  This money helped fund Ivonne Lopez’s position as Latino Case Manager for Albemarle and Charlottesvile.  At this time RHOP is looking into other potential sources of  funding and/or providing  this activity through another agency.

4. Ivonne Lopez and her family will be leaving the area in June as her husband will finish his residency and he looks to start his surgical practice.  She will be sorely missed.

5. CHP Volunteer opportunities – At each of the monthly meetings we will have representatives of local agencies come and talk about volunteer opportunities.  This will be in addition to the opportunities for doing screenings and education sessions that we will help them plan to do within their neighborhoods, churches, etc.  February is Heart Health month and we can help them offer a couple of small programs to celebrate that month.

6. Changing the Meeting Date for the Work Group – It was decided that the first Tuesday of the month would be a better time to meet.  Starting February 2 we will meet at 9:00AM at S.H.E.

7. Status of Future Sources of Funding – Jan will apply for the Congregation Beth Israel Tzedakah grant and Sate Farm Insurance grant for the Fall 2009 CHP class.  She is also looking into other sources of funding/support. Because of the down turn in the economy and a new administration coming in, it was felt that this year is a “bridge” year regarding grants and future funding.  Several suggestions were made regarding other sources of funding and support which will be followed up over the next few months. We have graduated a class of 12 CHPs.  We will be collecting data on their activities and its effects on health and behavior.  This data in turn can be used to help with future funding.  We will have both nursing and medical students to help with the data collection and evaluation.

8. Next Meeting:  Tuesday February 2, 9:00AM at S.H.E.

