Creciendo Juntos Health Promoter Working Group

Meeting Notes

October 15, 2007, 9 – 10:30 am

Location:  SARA

AGENDA

I – Minutes from last meeting
II – Follow Up: with Karen Bunn, Cross Over Ministries Hispanic Health Education; with Blue Ridge AHEC’s Promoter program (Linda); with Fanny (Dilcia); with dental groups (Lindsey)
III – Update on Southwood Health Assessment
IV – Administrative issues:  identification of a new working group coordinator; meeting facilitator rotation model vs new coordinator managing the meetings; opening meetings to the public starting in November
V – Other
MEETING NOTES
Attendance:  Lindsey Holscomb (SARA), Martha Trujillo (United Way), Jan Wolfe (RHOP), Ivonne López (RHOP), and Linda Hemby (CJ Executive Committee & Group Advisor)

Absent:  Dilcia Colindres (SHE)

I – Minutes from last meeting

Everyone was reminded that the minutes are posted on line and that any changes should be directed to Linda.  http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/health.html 
II – Follow Up: with Karen Bunn, Cross Over Ministries Hispanic Health Education; with Blue Ridge AHEC’s Promoter program (Linda); with Fanny (Dilcia); with dental groups (Lindsey)

Jan will follow up with Karen Bunn to explore the possibility of a partnership and collaborating on mutual activities.  Linda has been calling AHEC but has not been able to reach anyone; she will continue to try.  
Lindsey will follow up with dentists.  Everyone likes the idea of organizing a help fair focused on a specific area, like dentistry.  One scenario is 

to do a CJ dental health month that would take place on all Saturdays of a particular month.

to get local dentists to sign up to volunteer their services to do check ups on one or more Saturdays and to provide related follow up services in their own offices. 
dentists would set up in the large room at the 5th Street County building and would see low income clients on an appointment basis.

the pilot initiative would concentrate on Southwood residents.

There was a discussion about the MACAA-CARES/Free Clinic dental initiative.  While everyone agreed the dental initiative was a good idea, everyone was also aware that there are few dentists who stayed with the project resulting in a long waiting list and unmet dental needs.  Jan reiterated her suggestion to contact the Virginia Dental Association to get them on board since they have coordinated activities like this in other localities.  Lindsey will continue to make contacts with the Children’s Dental Clinic, the Free Clinic, and with the VDA.
III – Update on Southwood Health Assessment

Linda is coordinating the Southwood Health Survey.  She, Jan and Ivonne met last week and prepared a survey instrument based on common medical problems in Mexico and Central America and those reported to RHOP’s mobile clinic by migrants and Southwood’s Latino population.  Linda plans to use the questionnaire on 10 -20 households and then based on the results, get back to Jan and Ivonne about making changes to it.  The test run of the questionnaire will be this weekend when Linda trains the UVA surveyors.  The plan is to finish surveying Latino households in November and if possible, to go back and survey non-Latino households in December.
IV – Administrative issues:  identification of a new working group coordinator; meeting facilitator rotation model vs new coordinator managing the meetings; opening meetings to the public starting in November

Jan and Ivonne will take charge of coordinating the group and leading meetings.  Lindsey will help them with taking notes.  

There was a decision to open meetings to the public in January 2008.  Linda will post this news in the next Alert.  The January meeting will be held on January 28 at 10 am at United Way.  Marta will furnish coffee and donuts.  Subsequent meetings will return to the every 3rd Monday of the month at SARA.
V – Other

Linda reminded everyone that this is her last meeting as facilitator.  She will be attending future meetings only as a representative from the CJ Executive Committee or as the coordinator of the Southwood health survey.
For the next meeting, an agenda item will be to revisit and discuss the group’s purpose and  possible future activities.

