Creciendo Juntos Health Promoter Working Group

Meeting Notes

September 17, 2007, 9 – 10:30 am

Location:  SARA

AGENDA

I – Brief evaluation of Saturday’s Southwood Help Fair (10 minutes)

II – Confirm order, topics, and lengths of presentations for the 9/21 Forum (10 – noon):  The Health Promoter Model (10 minutes)

III – Confirm agenda for 9/21 lunch (noon – 1:15) with Joyce/Harrisonburg and Karen/Richmond and identify point person to follow up with these contacts (10 minutes)

IV – Southwood Health Survey (10 minutes)

V – Recommendations:  (a) Linda coordinates September & October Working Group meetings; afterwards, facilitator rotation begins. (b) For continuity purposes, if Lindsey can, she continues as group coordinator after October and until May, at which time the group can identify a new coordinator. (10 minutes)

VI – Comments

MEETING NOTES

Present:  Lindsey Holcomb, Dilcia Colindres, Jan Wolfe, Linda Hemby

I – Brief evaluation of Saturday’s Southwood Help Fair (10 minutes)
There was a consensus that the fair was a success.

Among the most positive aspects were:  good vibes; presence of faith based groups, including 4 churches (Trinity Presbyterian, Palabra de Fe, Casa del Padre, Incarnation), IMPACT and the support of the Sojourner’s United Church of Christ; the spontaneous collaboration of Southwood residents in helping to set up and after the event, helping to clean up; the artistic excellence of both the Palabra de Fe face painters and the Compassionate Clowns; having a help fair in a Latino neighborhood; the support of Latino churches and businesses and of Southwood’s owner, Habitat (vis-à-vis Lynne Convoy).  

Fanny Smedley’s support of the Fire & Rescue Department, in a trailer-to-trailer education and installation of fire alarms campaign during the event, was most impressive.

Betty Bruback’s (Compassionate Clowns) help with logistics – tables, sound system, presence of Compassionate Clowns, using her own money to provide coffee for 40  - was also commended.
Aspects that need to be improved:  need to rent bathrooms; need to enhance communication with Habitat to avoid problems with and obtain support from storeowner and Southwood property manager.
There was a consensus that future help fairs should be smaller and limited to one health concern:  dentistry, diabetes and hypertension, medical insurance & assistance (Patient Financial Services/UVA, etc.), etc. 
II – Confirm order, topics, and lengths of presentations for the 9/21 Forum (10 – noon):  The Health Promoter Model (10 minutes)
Joyce Sanchez, from AHEC’s Health Promoter program in Harrisonburg, has not responded to Linda’s emails and phone calls, asking her to reconfirm her participation.  In previous telephone conversations, she has expressed much enthusiasm in talking about her agency and in networking with Cross Over and the CJ Health Promoter Working Group.

The following agenda was identified:

Welcome & Introductions

Linda Hemby

Presentations

Karen Bunn

Cross Over Ministries Hispanic Health Education 

Richmond

Joyce Sanchez
Promotoras de Salud, Blue Ridge AHEC
Harrisonburg

Jan Wolfe

Rural Health Outreach Program (RHOP)
Nelson County


Dilcia Colindres


Shelter for Help in Emergencies (SHE)


Cville


Lindsey Holscomb


Sexual Assault Resource Agency (SARA)

Cville

Questions & Answers

The first three agencies will discuss their health promoter experience.  Dilcia will talk about the personal impact of her being trained as a health promoter.  Lindsey will address her idea to implement the model in the Fluvanna jail.  Linda will be the facilitator.
III – Confirm agenda for 9/21 lunch (noon – 1:15) with Joyce/Harrisonburg and Karen/Richmond and identify point person to follow up with these contacts (10 minutes)
Lindsey will order lunch from Cville Coffee and the lunch will take place in the plenary meeting room immediately after the event.

Linda will confirm food preferences with Karen Bunn and Joyce Sanchez.

PHA/CJ will pay for the lunch.

The lunch will include working group members, forum speakers, and Peter Loach (PHA/CJ).  The purpose of the lunch will be to begin exploring partnerships with Harrisonburg and Richmond health promoter agencies.
IV – Southwood Health Survey (10 minutes)

Linda mentioned :  she has met with the two UVA medical students, gave them a tour of Southwood and an orientation about the logistics of the survey; both participated as interpreters at the 9/15 Help Fair; she needs to meet with Jan and Ivonne to design the survey instrument; the trailer-to-trailer survey will occur on weekends in October and November; the results will be compiled and made public by January.  
Linda recommended that Dela Alexander be contacted to request 4 – 6 medical students to do follow up in the Spring.  Follow up would include returning to trailers to do information, assessment & referral.  Since Linda will not be available to work on the follow up, she suggested that Ivonne or Jan take on this responsibility and if they can’t, that the group identify someone who can coordinate a follow up.

V – Recommendations:  (a) Linda coordinates September & October Working Group meetings; afterwards, facilitator rotation begins. (b) For continuity purposes, if Lindsey can, she continues as group coordinator after October and until May, at which time the group can identify a new coordinator. (10 minutes)

There was consensus on the first recommendation.

Lindsey stated she is not in a position to take on more responsibility.  The issue of working group coordinator will be revisited during the October meeting.

In previous meetings, there was a consensus that the position of meeting facilitator would rotate.  This arrangement will also be revisited during the October meeting.

VI – Comments

Jan suggested that the Virginia Dental Association be invited to join the working group.  She will contact them.

Lindsey said she will follow up her contacts with the Children’s Dental Clinic and with the Free Clinic’s Dental Program to ascertain if they are interested in joining the group or in participating in and helping with the logistics for a dentistry help fair.  Linda suggested that such a fair be well coordinated by setting up a system for making appointments.  She also reminded the group that the fair could be held at the Albemarle County Building on 5th Street since it is large and has plenty of outlets.

Dilcia will contact Fanny about joining the working group.

There was consensus that future activities organized by the group should be shaped by one concept:  practical.  That is, activities should only be as “big” as the availability of resources (volunteer labor and donations of other resources).
There was consensus that the working group should be opened up, but that administrative arrangements (coordinator, meeting facilitator, etc.) may have to be decided upon first.

Linda will prepare an overview of the 9/15 Southwood Help Fair that will be made available on the CJ website:  http://www.cj-network.org/local_init.html 

Linda will prepare notes of today’s meeting and updates to the working group web page (http://www.cj-network.org/cjwgm/health.html ) and send them to the CJ webmaster to post/process.
